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came even more apparent when those less indifferent abandoned
the established church and joined the Schism. Thus religious in-
difference, while it was not the cause of the Schism, grew stronger
inside of the church as a result of the secession.
Even at the time when it was still customary for the parishioners
to elect their clergy, it was impossible that any spiritual bonds be-
tween the shepherd and his flock should ever be formed. The
motives that influenced the elections were far more commonplace.
To the people the priest was there merely to perform church
ceremonies, and he was not required to possess either knowledge
or talent for preaching, as it was only important "that the Lord's
Church should not remain chantless and that Christian souls should '
not die without having first partaken of the Holy Sacrament."
Usually the parishioners profited by their rights to elect a priest
who was willing to accept a lower salary than all the others. Be-
cause of the apathy towards religious issues involved and the low
standard of the ancient clergy, the office of the priest became a
trade, while the social conditions prevailing in the Muscovite state
tended to make it hereditary. At the beginning of the eighteenth
century a typical priest of the day was questioned by St. Dmitry of
Rostov:
Was it the desire for salvation that prompted tbee to enter the priest-
hood? Not so, but the need to support thy wife, children, and kin, . . .
Thou, hallowed one, examine thyself carefully when contemplating the
priesthood. Dost thou seek salvation or sustenance for the body? Thou
soughtest Jesus not for His sake but for that of a loaf of bread!
It was natural that in such circumstances the principle of parish
election should weaken. But this did not imply that it should be
immediately replaced by the principle of diocesan appointment.
Church authorities were not anxious to assume the duty relin-
quished by the parishioners, and both sides let matters take their
natural course. The result was the gradual establishment of a
system under which ecclesiastical offices became hereditary, with
one dynasty of clergymen ruling over the same parish for one or
two hundred years.
This development led to the clergy being formed into a separate
and secluded estate, in accordance with the general trend of Rus-